
 

 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS 

HOUSTON DIVISION 
 

BRADLEY TILFORD §  
PLAINTIFF, §  

V. § CIVIL ACTION NO.  
MICHAEL JONES P/K/A MIKE JONES, 
WHO IS MIKE JONES MUSIC, 
MICHAEL K. WATTS P/K/A MICHAEL 
“5000” WATTS, 
SWISHA BLAST ENTERTAINMENT, LLC, 
2 PLAYAS PUBLISHING LLC, 
WARNER BROS. RECORDS INC, 
STAVYE THOMAS P/K/A “SLIM THUG”, 
SLIM THUG PUBLISHING, 
SALIH WILLIAMS 
PAUL MICHAEL SLAYTON P/K/A “PAUL 
WALL”,  
EMI BLACKWOOD MUSIC INC, 
BROADCAST MUSIC INC AKA “BMI” 

§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 

 
 
COMPLAINT FOR COPYRIGHT 
DECLARATORY JUDGMENT AND 
ACCOUNTING 

DEFENDANTS. § “Jury” 
 

PLAINTIFF FIRST AMENDED COMPLAINT 
 

Plaintiff, Bradley Tilford, complains of the above named defendants as follows: 

1.   The Plaintiff is the co-copyright owner of the subject composition and is an individual 

with a place of business at 312 Walnut Street, Suite 1600, Cincinnati, Ohio 45202. 

2.   Defendant, Michael Jones, is an individual and may be served with process at his 

residence located at his place of business at Swisha Blast Entertainment, LLC, 525 N. Sam 

Houston Pkwy. Suite 415, Houston, Texas 77060-4016.  

3. Defendant, “Who Is Mike Jones Music”, upon information and belief, is a sole 

proprietorship owned by Mike Jones, and can be served with process at its place of business at 

Swisha Blast Entertainment, LLC, 525 N. Sam Houston Pkwy. Suite 415, Houston, Texas 

77060-4016.  

 



 

 

4.   Defendant, Michael K. Watts p/k/a “Michael “5000” Watts”, is an individual, and may be 

served with process by serving him at his residence located at 5170 Aldine Mail Rt. #200, 

Houston, Texas 77039.  

5.   Defendant, Swisha Blast Entertainment, L.L.C., at all time mentioned, was, and still is, a 

corporation incorporated under the laws of the Texas and has, in the past and is presently doing 

business within the State of Texas as a company involved in the sale of musical recording 

Defendant may be served with process by serving its agent of service Henry Guidry at 5170  

Aldine Mail Route, Suite 200, Houston, Texas 77028.  

6. Defendant, 2 Playas Music, at all time mentioned, was, and still is, a limited liability 

company  organized under the laws state of Texas,  with its principal place of business in 

Houston, Texas  and can be served  with process by serving its agent of service Henry Guidry or 

Michael Watts at 5170  Aldine Mail Route, Suite 200, Houston, Texas 77028.  

7.  Defendant, Warner Bros. Records Inc., at all time mentioned, was, and still is, a 

corporation incorporated under the laws of the Delaware  with its principal place of business in 

New York, New York and can be served  with process by serving its agent of service C T 

Corporation Systems, 111 Eighth Avenue, New York, New York 10011.  

8.   Defendant, Salih Williams, is an individual and may be served with process at his place 

of business located at 7322 S. W. Freeway, Suite 1100, Houston, Texas 77074.  

9. Defendant, Stayve Thomas P/K/A “Slim Thug”, is an individual and may be served with 

process at his place of business located at 13902 Oneida, Cypress, Tx. 77492.  

10. Defendant, Slim Thug Publishing, upon information and belief, is a sole proprietorship 

owned by Stayve Thomas, and can be served with process at its place of business at 13902 

Oneida, Cypress, Tx. 77492.  



 

 

 

11.  Defendant, PAUL MICHAEL SLAYTON P/K/A “PAUL WALL, is an individual and may 

be served with process at his place of business located at ________ 

12. Defendant, EMI BLACKWOOD MUSIC INC., at all time mentioned, was, and still is, a 

corporation incorporated under the laws of the state of New York  with its principal place of 

business in New York, New York and can be served  with process by serving its Chairman, 

Martin Bandier, 810 Seventh Avenue, 36th Floor, New York, N.Y. 10019.  

13.  Broadcast Music Incorporated Defendant, at all times mentioned, was, and still is, a 

corporation incorporated under the laws of the state of New York  with its principal place of 

business in New York, New York and can be served  with process by serving its Chairman 

Frances W. Preston, 320 W. 57th St. New York, N.Y. 10019. 

A.  Jurisdiction 

14. Plaintiff brings this claim for a declaratory judgment under both Federal Rule of Civil 

Procedure 57 and 28 U.S.C. §§2201, 2202. 

15.  This Court has jurisdiction over this action pursuant to 17 U.S.C. § 201 . Venue is proper 

in this District under 28 U.S.C. § §  1391 and 1400(a) . 

B.  Conditions Precedent 

16. All conditions precedent have been performed or have occurred.   

C.  Count One 

DECLARATORY JUDGMENT 

17.  Plaintiff Bradley Tilford a U.S. citizen, by written assignment, acquired from one Randy 

Jefferson, the copyrights to the following musical creation, which Mr. Jefferson created:  

 A.  Still Tipping 



 

 

 This song is copyrightable subject matter under the laws of the United States.  Plaintiff 

complied in all respects with the Copyright Act, 17 U.S.C. §101 et seq., and with all other laws 

governing copyrights.   Plaintiff duly filed for copyright protection with the United States 

Copyright Office on the subject songs from the Registrar of Copyrights, a Certificate of 

Copyright for the song entitled “Still Tipping” with Registration Registration No. PAU  1-267-

054 with the effective date of registration being May 10, 2005 and Registration SR-368-760 , 

with the effective date of registration being May 10, 2005. Since date of copyright, plaintiff has 

not relinquished any of rights, title, and interest in and to the copyrighted lyrics on the 

recordings.  The lyrics and recordings of the songs written by Plaintiff are attached as Exhibit 

“A”. 

18.   On or about March 1, 2002, Randy Jefferson, through his company, Evolved Sound 

Corporation (Evolved), entered into an agreement with Swisha Blast LLC (Swisha) to record and 

produce Masters to be embodied on an album entitled “The Day Hell Broke Loose”. The 

agreement provided for the joint ownership between Evolved and Swisha of all right, title and 

interest, including the copyright, in the Masters, the Album and the Packaging, while excluding 

from its parameters “any Controlled Composition written by Randy Jefferson [“Jefferson 

Interest”]. Randy Jefferson wrote  produced, recorded and delivered the composition entitled 

“Still Tipping” with original lyrics by artists professionally known as “Slim Thug” and Mike 

Jones” and “Chamillionaire” for inclusion on the album. Randy Jefferson wrote and produced 

the musical track and organized the hook and structure of the song. Each vocalist wrote his own 

lyrics to the verse he was performing.  They all understood that they were working together to 

create a song. The parties, Evolved and Swisha were to share the revenues generated from the 

album on a fifty - fifty basis. The agreement did not provide for the acquisition or licensing by 



 

 

Swisha/Evolved of the compositions written by Randy Jefferson [Jefferson Controlled Interest].  

After the album was substantially completed, but before any release or distribution, Swisha sent 

Evolved a letter dated August 7, 2003 terminating the agreement. On or about September 13, 

2003, Randy Jefferson, for valuable consideration, assigned his interest in the subject 

composition to Bradley Tilford.  

19.  During the year of 2004, Swisha, caused another version of the composition “Still 

Tippin” to be made, and attempted to distinguish the new version by mixing in new background 

musical material, replacing some of that from the Jefferson recording, and slowed the tempo 

down by approximately one half step. One of the rights which Plaintiff holds, as co-copyright 

owner, is to make a derivative work and to license and /or distribute the same. To the detriment 

of Plaintiff, and in clear, knowing and intentional disregard of the rights of the copyright holder 

of the “Jefferson” recording, Swisha cause the new version to be commercially released and 

distributed to the public, without notice to Jefferson nor Plaintiff and without credit to Jefferson 

nor Plaintiff and without any accounting to Jefferson nor Plaintiff. The song, with its infectious 

hook “Still Tippin” crafted by “Jefferson” was a huge success, gaining national at the attention 

for both Swisha and for the features artist “Mike Jones” who was also signed to Swisha. On the 

strength of this amazing single, Swisha and Mike Jones were able to obtain a major 

recording/distribution deal with Warner Bros Records Inc. through its Asylum label (referred to 

hereinafter as Warner/Asylum).  

20. During the year 2005, Warner/Asylum and Swisha released the debut album on the artist 

Mike Jones entitled “Who Is Mike Jones”.  The album contained the single previously released 

by Swisha. The album credits did not mention Jefferson nor did it mention the fact that it was a 

derivative of the Jefferson work. It credited Michael Watts and Salih Williams as producers of 



 

 

the song. On or about May 12, 2005, Plaintiff Bradley Tilford, notified Todd Moskowitz/Asylum 

Records, Michael Watts/Swisha House, and Mike Jones of his prevailing copyright interest in 

the composition, that there song was a violation of his rights and requested that they 

“immediately cease and desist” from distributing and/or otherwise selling copies of “Still 

Tipping” in any market or through any mediums and that they account to and compensate him 

for the damages he had sustained. Notwithstanding such notice, Defendants collectively 

continued to manufacture, market, and distribute and perform copies of the album containing the 

subject composition. 

  21. Defendants have received substantial monies from the sale distribution and performance 

of the works.  

22. Despite making demand therefore, Plaintiff’s have not received any monies from sales 

and publication of the sound recordings embodying the subject compositions/works.   

 At all relevant times Plaintiff was and continues to be an owner of an undivided equal  

interest in and to the compositions. 

23.   Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 2201 Plaintiff request that the Court issue a decree declaring that 

Plaintiff is a owner of an undivided one half interest in each of the works within the meaning of 

17 U.S.C. § 201 (a). 

ACCOUNTING 

24. Plaintiffs have demanded an accounting by defendants of all amounts  received as a result 

of the exploitation of the Works, including, without  limitation, sales of sound recordings, 

licensing of performance rights, and  licensing of masters containing the Works, and that 

defendants pay plaintiff  his share of all profits realized. Defendants have failed and refused, and 

continue to fail and refuse, to render such an accounting or to pay plaintiffs the sums due. 



 

 

 The exact nature and extent of the sales, expenses, and inventory are unknown to plaintiff 

and cannot be determined without an accounting of the transactions of the parties], and an 

investigation of  the accounts between the parties is necessary since there is no adequate remedy 

at law and in order to establish the value of the interests of the parties. 

25.  Plaintiff has found it necessary to employ an attorney to bring suit for an accounting 

as described above. Plaintiff is, therefore, entitled to recover reasonable and necessary attorney's 

fees. In the event of an appeal to the court of appeals, plaintiff would be further entitled to additional 

reasonable and necessary attorney's fees; in the event of an appeal to the Supreme Court, plaintiff 

would be entitled to additional reasonable and necessary attorney's fees. 

WHEREFORE, plaintiff requests that the Court enter a judgment declaring that defendant is 

not the sole owner of copyright and publishing rights in the Compositions, that plaintiff a  co-

owner thereof, and that  Court award plaintiff his costs, reasonable attorneys' fees and such other 

and further relief as the Court deems just and proper. 

COUNT SIX 

Injunctive Relief

26.   Plaintiff re-alleges and incorporates by reference each allegation contained in Paragraph 

1 through 25, and by reference re-pleads and incorporates them as though fully set forth here. 

27.  As a result of Defendants collective conduct Plaintiffs have suffered and continues to 

suffer irreparable injury. 

28.   Plaintiffs cannot be adequately compensated in damages, and is without remedy at law 

because the exact amount of damage Plaintiff has sustained and continues to sustain cannot be 

determined in relationship to incalculable value of Plaintiffs copyright interest and the goodwill 

and reputation which he would have gained, which cannot be calculated at this time. 



 

 

 

29.    Accordingly, Plaintiffs seeks a preliminary injunction enjoining Defendants, its agents, 

servants and employees and all parties in privity with them, during the pendency of this action 

and permanently from exploiting Plaintiff's copyright in the subject songs in any manner, 

including, but not limited to, the copying, manufacturing, printing, reprinting, publishing, 

vending, distributing, selling, promoting or advertising any copies of the copyrighted work, or by 

causing and/or participating in such manufacture, reprinting, publishing, vending, distributing, 

selling, promoting or advertising by others without giving proper credit to Plaintiff and further 

enjoining the disbursement of revenue generated from the subject composition until a proper 

accounting can be conducted..  

30.   Plaintiff will suffer irreparable injury if defendants are not enjoined during the pendency 

of this lawsuit from engaging in their wrongful and unlawful conduct described above. 

31. There is a substantial likelihood that plaintiff will prevail on the merits because the 

publication of the song violates his copyright interest, he is the co-author of the copyrighted 

lyrics, there are no contracts which assigns any of his rights. 

32. The threatened harm to plaintiff outweighs the harm a preliminary injunction would 

inflict on defendant.  Defendants have several music recordings which they can perform at any 

and all scheduled performance.  This injunction will not prevent the Defendants from 

performing, manufacturing, distributing, selling, offering for sale, publishing and circulating any 

other song in their repertoire.   

33. Plaintiffs ask the Court to waive the requirement of any bond. 



 

 

34. Plaintiffs asks the court to set their application for preliminary injunction for hearing at 

the earliest possible time and, after hearing the request, issue a preliminary injunction against 

defendant. 

Request for Permanent Injunction

35.   Plaintiffs asks the court to set his application for injunctive relief for a full trial on the 

issues in this application and, after the trial, to issue a permanent injunction against  defendants  

and that Defendants be enjoined from manufacturing, distributing, selling, offering for sale, 

publishing and circulating the CD, album or cassette or any other configuration or digital 

transmission,  entitled “Who Is Mike Jones” and/or the song “Still Tippin” without giving 

Plaintiff proper credit for co-authorship of the underlying composition.  

DAMAGES 

36. As a direct and proximate result of defendants’ conduct, plaintiff suffered the following 

damages: 

1. Lost profits, publishing revenue and licensing revenue and opportunities from 

being an accredited writer of the composition 

2. Loss of goodwill, stature and reputation which accrues to the writer of a 

successful composition. 

3. Loss of income which reasonably would accrue from being acknowledged as 

the co-writer and producer of a successful composition in the entertainment 

industry. 

 

 

 



 

 

PRAYER 

   WHEREFORE, plaintiff requests that defendant be cited to appear and answer, and that on 

final trial, plaintiff have the following: 

1.  An order that defendant render an accounting to plaintiff of the amounts owed. 

2.  Judgment against defendant for a sum to be determined in the accounting, which 

amount is within the jurisdictional limits of this Court. 

 3.  Defendants, their agents, servants and employees and all parties in privity with 

them, be enjoined during the pendency of this action and permanently from exploiting Plaintiff's 

copyright in the subject songs in any manner, including, but not limited to, the copying, 

manufacturing, printing, reprinting, publishing, vending, distributing, selling, promoting or 

advertising any copies of the copyrighted work, or by causing and/or participating in such 

manufacture, reprinting, publishing, vending, distributing, selling, promoting or advertising by 

others, without giving Plaintiff proper credit and properly accounting to Plaintiff for his pro rata 

share..    

4.   Defendants be enjoined from manufacturing, distributing, selling, offering for 

sale, publishing and circulating the CD, album or cassette or any other configuration or digital 

transmission, entitled “Who Is Mike Jones” and/or the song “Still Tippin” without giving 

Plaintiff proper credit for co-authorship of the underlying composition.  

5.  That Defendant be required to pay to the Plaintiff, such damages as the Plaintiff 

may have sustained as a consequence of Defendant's exploitation of Plaintiff's copyright interest 

and to account for all gains, profits and advantages derived by Defendant from its use including 

profit of all sales, licenses or uses of  Defendant since the date of the infringement. 



 

 

    6.  That the Defendant be required to pay to the Plaintiff such damages as the 

Plaintiff has sustained in consequence of the Defendants' unfair trade practices, misappropriation 

and unfair competition. 

    7.  The Defendant be required to pay the Plaintiff costs in this action and reasonable 

attorney's fees to Plaintiff's attorney. 

    8.  Plaintiff have such other and further relief as this Court may deem just and 

appropriate in the premises.  

9.  Prejudgment interest as provided by law. 

10.  Postjudgment interest as provided by law. 

11.  Costs of suit. 

12.  Reasonable and necessary attorney's fees. 

13.  Such other and further relief to which plaintiff may be justly entitled. 

 
  PLAINTIFF DEMANDS JURY TRIAL 
 
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
   
       /s/ Warren M. Fitzgerald, Jr  
       Warren M. Fitzgerald, Jr. 
       State Bar No.: 07089500 
       6413 W. Montgomery 
       Houston, Texas 77091 
       (713) 692-4688 office 
       (713) 692-4689 fax 
       Email:wfm@wfitzlaw.com 
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